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;’;-' " Miller Chrlsty created a company that would survive for
“+ generations, outliving thousands of hat makers across "=

Six reigns of Royals, and Eight generations of the Christy |
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[) LI} 73 the last six 7eigns CHRISTY S

have built up a name which is recognised as the 22 Carat Stamp on all
beadwear. v ——~—~—O

family have forged the brand of Christys London since
it's foundation by-Miller Chrlsty In 1773 237 years ago
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Indenture of appmuoomy d
to ¥William Miller, Hatter, of '

_ Following his apprenticeship to a Hatter in Edinburgh,

 the former British Empire: by 1864 for example there f
~ were 93 hatting firms in Stockport alone. Throughout ———————o—x=—=
hun,elsed of years, the factory was still managed by

_ ﬁl ‘dlrect descendants of the founder of the F|rm
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ARCHIVES CALENDAR VOL. 11 CHRISTY COLLECTION
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. The Christy Collection in Stockport is
testament to the influence the company

- had. At its height, it employed 3000

~local people leaving a valuable legacy
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%  During World War Il, hats were not rationed in
LT e, order to boost morale, and Christys supported
| iasimih the effort within their family-run company,

"* i(deRY BA1.1, effectively running it like an extended family

| | ab

’ Celebratlng*Vlctory 1919, ipril 26, lMemorial service for the employes
l "as well as mou nmg

b3

of llessrs. Christy & Co. Ltd., Stockport, who

 the fallen at
end Ofﬁw WQT | have fallen in war.

o Y n-'.' ' — - "



Trade

& Tjna Stockport Collection | With business
39 lsty Papers mclu,des a expanding to
. 900 page booklet 99t3'|'”9 foreign lands,
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. In many territories, Trade Marks
were either disputed or had to be

- re-registered. Christy’s business

. expanded to over 44 countries

. across o5 continents, and with it
~came trade protection as seen in

}L‘ these papers regardmg precedent
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- Around the World i

24 ’ﬁ‘ e 5 England 1910-1938 (renewal) :
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Back Home

Factory Warehouse C. 1940 Product testlng C. 1955

A §

coritemporary
science - and time
tested, skillful
manufacturing by
. hand, delivered the
Christy quality

size b(@eks 2009 Worldwide g finished hat, 2009
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Handmade

Inside the Christy Hat:
Quality Guarantee of

250 years of skills and
artisanal perfection

Workers shaping
the hats in 1960s
and below, same
table at the present
day factory, which is
a working museum
of hat manufacturing
preserved according
to the time-honoured g
craft and traditions of
Christys since 1773 (=




Craftsmanship

At Christy & Co more than 190 different and
separate processes will combine to create

the quality Christy hats

Christy and Co factory

In the 1910s - far right

And present day - on

~ the right. Below, unique
 work stitching through

. each of the hats (2009)

Wi;ch some 45 operations inVoIved, many

done by hand, the skills of the hat makers
have to be developed over many years of

- specializing in one operation to create the
~- prJecise bespoke craftsmanship of Christys

- '
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The Hat Journey o

‘The First step of the process: "Forming’, whereby each g
individual hat comes into being. The felt is sprayed with |l

~hot water after being drawn to a revolving copper cone ’
suction. It is thus delicately held together in shape.

‘Next comes the "Planking”, whereby pressure and hot
water reduce the shape to a hard tight strong cone

of felt measuring about ten by fifteen inches.

“These are then stiffened with a special solution.

é
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.. The hats are dyed, then stretched and
e "Blocked" whereby the cone
disappears into an individually

\ recognizable shape of a hat.
Finishing the hat involves setting
the shape under pressure, sanding
the surface, trimming the brim

: i then polishing and brushing
2 ST | the hat for a smooth finish.

j THE PLANKING DEPARTMENT AT MESSRS. CHRISTY & CO’s. WORKS
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Styles

Christy’s Top Hats
in 1880s below
And present day ->

| Christy's top hats : it's
3{ “place in English history was
v assure@when Prince Albert ->
'&tarted wearing top hats ¢1850.
; The rise in popularity of the top
- hat Ie @a%_eclme in beaver

£ ,uthelrxpredecessors-'
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Top Hats

The silk
opera hat
could be
folded
away

*

By 1900 top hats were made
with silk for special occasions
for weddings and outings
to Dances and the Opera

In the 1930s when Fred Astaire
Gary Cooper, Marlene Dietrich
and others, brought it back in
favor with the motion pictures.

“Even the French and English

rallied to wearing top hats

again with Silver Screen Gods



Styles - Bowler Hats

Pink Bowlers
Christy Factory
December 2009

S8 Bowlers have
B acquired a
lighter side
as well as
retaining
quality for
work mode

~ If you buy a fur-felt bowler in
UK today it's more than likely
it was supplied by Christy Co
~a business that makes more
7 than 6 OOO bowlers a year

-
..

- The Cholas of the Andes — not
- the only women to demonstrate
‘that the bowler hat can

- easily cross gender as well
gthnlc and social boundarles A




Styles — Irilbys and Panamas

~_The Trilby derives its name from a play Trilbys at Christy Factory Dec 2009
based on George duMaurier's 1894 novel 5 pr
Trilby, after such style of hat was worn in
the first London stage adaptation

The Panamas at Christy and Co are all
imported directly from Ecuador in the
rough coned shape, and are finished

_and blocked by hand by the UK workers
- to the highest traditional standards

Christy & Co sold more Trllbys

> ’0 ..Spot the dlfference 2y in 2009 than the previous
\ Tpfﬁ‘ys on the nght - decade of years combined

Panamas at Christy
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More unusual
Styles and events
Catered for include
Safari and explorers ¥
Hats, folding felt

“and unbreakable
- Hats as well as
Riding helmets
~ Avariety of tweed
Caps and costume

~ character hats “&

yle

s—categories

& [he only Hat Museum

In the UK currently sells
a successful Range —
including trilbys, top hats,
' panamas, tweed caps,
indestructible fold

away hats and even

< - Sherlock Holmes hats
All of these are of course,
hand made by Christys to
the highest standards
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Styles—-Helmets

Police helmet ->

today and far
right - the
Victorian
\ ' version
Christys also supplied C1890

Traditionally the Royal
Forces. To this day, all

= metropol itan police 155i 1
sport Christys hana -—
| made caps & helmets =
: ,
e Christys Forces Caps c1900 - _
—l-':} .)..;‘;_ " : LI . - | i



Advertising

/ The Christy Hat is
;;\ known for surviving
~ . Eight Royal Reigns
and Six generations
with Christy Family
directly involved
In the company

A gentleman’s hat
was often treated
much like a proper
. recommendation
and introduction
Into a social circle

His character-and
manners would be
i judged according
-~ to the quality, the by Christy and Co

condmon and the with unparalleled

f the hat ’ﬂ"y workmanship and
(;ril\g/;nssstix;t [engaat {‘E)%ER%% SHAE}? individual attention
1773 r :
,’hat Cruﬁlél moment ' RAISED EVER SINCE! . to each detail

x ,l‘?

It speaks of years
of skills amassed

.
I . o



Ihs Advertising ;g0

Traditionally Christys s
Used head blocks to ¢
Promote new styles
And developments in
Product to the public

FOR YOUR LOCAT, ADVERTISING

In the post-war 1940s
- And 50s, a good hat
Marked a gentleman
And his character 11,

A very suitable shape for young gentlemen for the current year.

A b I It is made in the usual strength or with cork lining, which is
S Seen e OW ligh ler wear. Special care is taken in fitting.

ead being ensured a perfect fit.

CCHRISTYS ™
ROLLAWAY ! CHRISTYS® CHRISTYS!
HATS — } QUALITY HATS WILDFOWL HATS




Promotion

Christys poster campaigns [ ' A booklet for Ideas
. focused on the upstanding to Sell more Christy
ladies and gentlemen of Produce advised on
 the day. Using colours and Window displays as

photographic techniques Well as positioning
replaced earlier sketches In the press

and drawings of the past era

1952

HRISTY & CO. LTD, 35 Gracechurch Street, LONDON

M

\ \ =
/ g > Dtasaiead, " i
& d , : ~ After the World Wars, men
v returning from Allied forces
“ Tlu)u. ahe were qbllged to wear a hat CHRISTYS'

» c"n's"s HATS | for a certain time as part of_ HATS

”[hﬁll’ de-mod process, from

Fo\. S L aaleons | smﬁeeks toafew months-.’. |
PR, 0 oV LW Lo f et . 2,




Promotion
Christy’s Catalogue

1980s poster pages
- With Princess from the1990s
Diana’s fancy
for wearing a
good hat, the
fashion for a
Christy Classic
was relaunched,
a sophisticated
look in the style
~of the princess
~_ inspiring women

M il <-asseenhere
o Sk N

S ot .

as '-Cag?‘of 20" century, the Christy [

was largely aimed at well-to-do men
1en partaking in country sports such

g and é:hdﬁtih'gvi as seen here ->—

By
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dy in the days of George III a
ws hat was recognised as the best
ey could buy. Today, after eight
Christys hat is still accepted not
a leader of fashion, but as repre-

f the very best in materials and

A ; .p.

chfurne and Hollmgswon‘h
Wndow dlsp,ta ys C1950

Campalgns

Christys used a
Number of ways
To publicise their
Products to new
And prospective
Customers within
England and UK

BRITISH INDUSTRIES FAIR
WHITE CITY, LONDON
TBth o March

Brltlsh Industr/es

Fa/r"Expo 1929

Christys Rollaway
the World - famoys
lightweight hat suit
able for rtown or

- country

C1952 National
Advertising-one
could “cut out and
paste” into men’s
magazines

- 1930s
~ Character
Product
Positioning

National advertising
appearing in

Sphere, Punch and Men Only

O



ghings come in small packages”

These were sent out as free gifts
. to gentlemen’s wives, who would
then purchase life-sized versions
for their husbands while shopping

re later S&t out in the 7Q,$ 805 to Beused.in department

sitor é-a:QUnte[ and attract customers, usually in i &
hapes e.g. Top Hats Trilbys - the full works of leather aad i
ff?* | own rlght ht!ffmerely as a custgfner attractlon untll‘ 1995



Catalogues

Tf\ese opulent Catalogue Covers promised solutions for the public which
~were vital, considc—;,-ring “one was not properly dressed without a hat”
g NOHRISTy 3

Tstablished /77> Oo ‘

M ANURACTORIES
[SONDON:- /e s 1,,-:/{,"\7,- oy SEreel

MANUEACTORIES STOCKPORT

VRON. Bermondsey. Strect, & STOCKPORT.
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éh-ristys swept the board with international trade | i (o
cqmpetltlons and prlze medals for hattlng quallty CHRISTYS LONDON, |

AWARDED T0
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Industry honours from
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ad Hatters Tea Party. lilustration to the fifth chapter of Alice in by John Tenniel.
POC-engraving by Thomas Dalziel. Image courtesy of:www.victorianweb.org/art/illustration/tenniel/alice
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What do the House of Conli@r@,d

Sean Connery, Kate Moss and the
Mad Hatter have in common?
In this case, the answer is
Christy Hats. Their quality and
looks have long attracted
fans of fame and fortune

ICONS: Connery, Ford — and that hat
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Below, the strategy of FAM :

“hats for sophistication”
. .is adopted by blondes from GAM
Brithey Spears to Paris Hilton

the latter wearing a Christy's Women's Christys'

fedora hat for "cool spotters” hats are some of

http: /laoolspotters com/hats/chrlstys -hats-macy-fedora the most Sought E
- Eor N AGAZINE after hats by |
" o] fashionistas

e such as FIELL
’.’ lbr Lindsay
i g -
e Eig"%:iﬂz?; LOhan, NEDSAY LOHAN
. 3 WERr \
by . e : Moss
i ,‘ Now
G Sé'é"’éaag - . and
e E ‘Jf\é\m%wu. . . Slenna ‘
The - "
- Miller

1g graced t
'?"- | agazmes like In Style OK
,ar %ag@izlng, Christys' Crown ;

..,.sp est fashion fpﬂevery season. .

p "‘.‘ RN TN B " e ’ ..l 2

h}covers and p%ges of Ieadmg




Fame and Power

In 1995 the Honorable MP
Bennett wore a Christys
Top hat in the House of
- Commons to make a
*  Point of Order, an Ancient

Winston
Churchill

Liza
Minelli

- Parliamentary tradition Christys
5 el supplied
3 hats to many

OMMONS

prominent men
and women, |
including the iconic Laurel

Sir Winston Churchill & Hardy

Many celebrities including Bat
Masterson, The Son of Man
by Magritte and Hercule
Poirot all wore a bowler

4

A
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Most recently Kate Moss, the top
model and Designer's Darling, had
asked for a bespoke hat to be made
by Christys, to match her clothing
and accessories for a private event

GrB/ fur felt at
Christy Co 2009

d The Christy team delivered an exquisite
Grey Fur Felt Trilby, in luster finish.
This sparked the fashionable trend

of the Trilby Tribes, with Christys

ﬁ selling more of their Small Brim '[rrlbys

in 2009 than any other year of the decade
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From King to Godfather

Don Corlene . Anthony Eden Edward VI

bnem the Godfather Films is in fact the "Homburg Hat”
;LcChrlsty s of London. The style became popularin
as worn by Edward VI Prince of Wales, while in 1930- 50
5 ;ously prefel;red by Prlme MlnlsterAnthony Eden |
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When the sun never sets on your empire,
you'll need some proper shade. Here's the answer!

The Royals

Many regard Charles Il as the trendsetter

and the first Dandy. The Dandies favoured

. felt and top hats over crude beaver hats, &

and with their royal patron ushered in the E3¢

‘ age of Hats for Elegance )
The Term 'Vanities" was used in

~ referring to Hats in 1 5th Century Britain

0 .;,". | Char/es Wlndsor

5 PLLEAT MY HAT! Char los ”

”. According to the Oxford English Dictionary, the
Bhrase is much older than that, and first appears

. In 1660 in the form 'eat old Rowley’s hat' Old Rowley

-- was the name of a horse, which was a favorlte of

> 1 i i Charles I, becomlng a challenge and the saylng

ol A : R \
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, 1ALy Alliu Princes William
: | and Harry 2007

Using Christy insignia and royal garter

*Sue/Hannah to reply

I‘h 2})09 Christy and Company won a tender,

ébe-come a supplier of head wear the Palace.
4glﬂnﬁuld the Royal Family be content after five

- years, thenC rlst and Company shall be -

‘_-anted the hig t:oveted Royal Warrant

Hats were popular again in 19803
- After Diana the Princess of Wales
used them to add a sense of
sopl'rrstlcatloh to her persona
in the early days of her marriage




The large, red hat boxes with the "Christys"
London" name embossed in gold are a
familiar sight wherever quality hats are sold

- Throughout the werld when‘ people see a

- Christy hat they know there has been no L_

% compromlse in quality a ﬁthat the haton
thelr head be‘ars the tradition started by Mrller

s Ghrlsty in Erfgland a’fany years a(go

(CHRISTY'S HAT BOX)

Price: £9.99
Hat Type: Men Hat
Hat Brand: Christy’s
Options

Colour
| As pictured
Size
| One Size
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